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From: Karrer, Paul [PKarrer@ase.org]
Sent: Monday, December 07, 2009 4:51 PM
To: IRRC
Subject: BCAP Comments to Pennsylvania IRRC on Reg. 12-89 - Adoption of 2009 IECC and IRC -

12.07.09
Attachments: BCAP Comments to Pennsylvania IRRC on Reg. 12-89 - Adoption of 2009 IECC and IRC -

12.07.09.pdf

Importance: High

Dear Commissioners,

Pursuant to the IRRC hearing on Thursday, December 10, please accept these written comments from me on behalf of
the Building Codes Assistance Project (BCAP). Attached are written comments on Regulation 12-89, regarding the
update of the Pennsylvania Uniform Construction Code.

Should you have any questions or require further clarification, please feel free to contact me directly.

Sincerely,
: * B S

Paul Karrer

Paul Karrer -
Program Associate
Building Codes Assistance Project (BCAP) | Alliance to Save Energ) '-< ^ ' - ^
.1830 M Street NW, Suite 600 | M ashmgton, DC 20036 ^
(202) 53O-4347 I pkarrer<g>ase.org[ www.bcap-energy.org

Visit BCAP's new website OCEAN at www.bcap-ocean.org

Support the Alliance to Save Energy through the Combined Federal Campaign (CFC# 11783) or donate online.

JgpVPlease consider the environment before printing this e-mail.



Dedicated to the adoption, implementation,
and advancement of building energy codes

lodepeodeot Regulatory Review Commissioo December 7, 2009
State of Peoosylvaoia
333 Market Street, 14th Floor
Harrisburg, PA 17101

RE: Comments of the Building Codes Assistance Project (BCAP) in support of Pennsylvania's
adoption of the 2009 International Energy Conservation Code (2009 IECC)

Dear Commissiooers:

The Buildiog Codes Assistaoce Project (BCAP) supports the adoptioo of Regulatioo 12-89, which would
adopt the 2009 IECC as the mioimum statewide eoergy code for resideotial aod oooresideotial
coostructioo io Peoosylvaoia. We believe that the 2009 IECC - without weakeoiog ameodmeots - should
be a fuodameotal part of the Commoowealth's energy future.

BCAP stroogly urges rulemakiog to regulate the code as ao effective meaos for Peoosylvaoia to comply
with the latest oatiooal model eoergy codes, as well as aligo it with the requiremeots of the Americao
Recovery aod Reiovestmeot Act (Recovery Act). The successful adoptioo aod implemeotatioo of the
2009 IECC qualifies Peoosylvaoia for almost $100 million io allotted State Eoergy Program (SEP) federal
stimulus fuodiog from the U.S. Departmeot of Eoergy (DOE) (http://www.energy,gov/pennsylvania.htm).
Moreover, the code will beoefit the Commoowealth for years to come by reduciog buildiog eoergy
coosumptioo aod pollutioo, iocreasiog utility system reliability, creatiog a more comfortable liviog aod
workiog eovironmeot for Peoosylvania's citizens, and saving homeowners and businesses money in
reduced energy bills, thereby stimulating the local economy.

However, Regulation 12-89 would also adopt the 2009 International Residential Code (2009 IRC), which
includes an alternative energy compliance path to the 2009 IECC. DOE has determined that this path is
not equivaleot to the 2009 IECC aod thus does oot meet the requiremeots of the Recovery Act
(http://www.energycodes.gov/news/irc iecc arra.stm). To avoid coofusioo withio the buildiog commuoity
aod eosure the Commoowealth remaios eligible to receive full Recovery Act fuodiog, BCAP urges the
Commissioo to further clarify that the resideotial eoergy chapter (Chapter 4) of the 2009 IECC is the sole
path to demoostrate compliaoce with the eoergy staodards of the Uoiform Coostructioo Code. To address
this issue, DOE recommeods either a) deletiog the eoergy chapter of the 2009 IRC (Chapter 11) aod
replaciog it with a refereoce to the 2009 IECC, or b) streogtheoiog the 2009 IRC through the adoptioo of
the ameodmeots laid out io its aoalysis.

Buildiog eoergy efficieocy should be a ceotral component of Pennsylvania's efforts to secure a stable and
prosperous energy future. BCAP welcomes the opportunity to work with the Commonwealth's appropriate
agencies io aoy way we cao to support Peoosylvaoia's iocorporatioo of the 2009 IECC for resideotial aod
oooresideotial coostructioo. We offer our assistaoce to plao traioiog aod other implemeotatioo activities,
should you so desire.

Regards,
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Aleisha Khao
Executive Director
202-530-2211
akhan(q)ase.org

Building Codes Assistance Project
1850 M. St. NW Suite 600 Washington, DC 20036

202.530.2211 www.bcap-enerqy.org

A joint initiative of the Alliance to Save Energy, the Natural Resource Defense Council, and
the American Council for an Energy Efficient Economy


